
 

Prater Factsheet (As of September 2026) 

 

History • Once an imperial hunting ground reserved exclusively for the 
nobility, the Prater was opened to the people of Vienna as a 
recreational area starting in 1766. Within a short time, food 
stalls, taverns, coffee houses, swings, carousels, and bowling 
alleys emerged. 
 
In 1873, the Prater hosted Vienna's first and only World 
Exhibition. Its centerpiece was a specially built 84-meter-
high rotunda with an impressive dome, which fell victim to 
a fire in 1937. With a diameter of 108 meters, the imposing 
rotunda was the largest domed building in the world at that 
time. 

 

• The Giant Ferris Wheel was built in 1897. For entertainment, 
there were numerous puppet theaters in simple wooden 
booths, featuring the cheerful "Hanswurst" as a main role. 
The Wurstelprater was named after him.  

 

• During World War II, large parts of the Prater were 
destroyed and subsequently rebuilt through private 
initiatives after 1945. 

 
2023 – 150th Anniversary of the Vienna World Exhibition: 
Exactly 150 years ago, the World Exhibition took place in 
Vienna.  
 

 

The Prater in Numbers (As 

of 2026) 

 

• Prater area: 6 million m2 

• „Wurstelprater“ amusement park share: 260.000 m2 

• Businesses (rides, attractions, gastronmy, etc.): 250 

• Operators: 80 

• BesucherInnen (not all visitors make purchases during their 

visit to the Prater) 

2010: approx. 3 million 

2016: approx. 4,2 million 

2018: approx. 5 million 

2019: approx. 6,6 million  

2020: approx.3,5 bis 4 million (due to COVID-19 and 

delayed season start at the end of May) 



 

2021: approx. 4,5-5,2 million (due to COVID-19 delayed 

season start in mid-May ) 

2022: approx. 6,8 millions 

2023: 7 million visitors recorded for the first time 

2024: approx. 7.2 million 

2025: : approx. 7 million 

• Employment figures: up to 3,000 people  

• Opening hours: Open daily year-round from 10:00 AM to 

11:00 PM. The entire Prater area is freely accessible 24 

hours a day; attractions have seasonal variations. Currently, 

about 30% of businesses are open in winter. Summer 

season: March 15 to October 31. 

• International Tourism (33,5 % of Prater visitors come from 

abroad) 

Top 5 countries of origin: 

1. Germany 

2. Italy 

3. Romania 

4. Spain 

5. UK 

• Domestic Tourism(66,5 % of Prater visitors come from 

Austria.) 

 

 

Attractions 

 

In addition to the famous Giant Ferris Wheel, the "Wurstelprater" 

offers numerous other attractions and rides for children, teenagers, 

and adults. From swing carousels to daring roller coasters, skill 

parcours, and of course the popular ghost trains and haunted houses 

that provide goosebumps. In addition, the culinary offerings leave 

nothing to be desired. 

 

 

Events 

 

Numerous events attract interested visitors to the Prater with free 

admission throughout the year (selection of events from recent 

years) 

• Carnival parade 

• Start of the summer season/Opening of Schweizerhaus 



 

• Children’s flea markets 

• May Day Festival 

• Prater Catching (Prater Catchen) 

• Prater Picnic – Vienna Symphony Orchestra 

• Samaritans Day (Tag des Samariterbundes) 

• Red Cross Family Festival 

• Wiener Kaiser Wiesn (Oktoberfest) 

• FM4 – Unlimited im Prater 

• Halloween 

• Winter Market at Riesenradplatz 

• New Year’s Eve at Riesenradplatz  

• New Year’s Concert broadcast 

 

 

Anniversaries 2026 

 

• 260 Years of the Vienna Prater 

 

 


